
Ashdod 

A city of ancient and modern import 

Ashdod, named in the Bible as a Philistine stronghold, is now a thriving port city. The Ark of the Covenant 
was captured by the Philistines and brought to Ashdod, as described in the Book of Samuel.  

Here the shorn Samson was tied to the pillars of the Dagon temple, till his hair grew out, giving him 
superhuman strength. Rafael Eitan, an IDF Chief of Staff and politician, died in Ashdod Port in 2004 when 
a wave swept him off the pier. Visit the Mamane Museum of Philistine Culture, the only museum dedicated 
to this ancient seafaring people. Enjoy the city’s lively promenade. Don’t get close to the water’s edge. 
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