
Southern Plain (Shfela) 
Southern Israel offers a journey through pioneering cities, ancient Philistine strongholds, and resilient 
communities. From the Zionist beginnings Rishon LeZion and Rehovot to the steadfast Gaza border 
towns, this chapter explores a region that embodies both history and modern challenges. After the 2005 
Disengagement from Gaza, the area became a killing zone, the bloodshed culminating in the October 7, 
2023 invasion and massacres. 

 

 


