
Gaza (Gush Katif) 

 

Can tragic errors be reversed? 

The Jewish connection to Gaza dates back millennia. The Bible 
mentions Gaza as a Philistine city where Samson performed 
heroic feats and ultimately perished. King David conquered 
Gaza, absorbing it into his kingdom. During the Second Temple 
period, Jewish communities thrived there.  

After the 1967 Six-Day War, Gaza came under Israeli control. 
Jewish pioneers established thriving communities in what they 
called Gush Katif, making the desert bloom.  

But the Israeli government’s disastrous 2005 Disengagement 
uprooted 21 communities, expelled 9000 residents, and dug up 
every Jewish grave there. This decision turned the Strip Gaza into 
a Hamas terror stronghold. The rest is history. 

What happened on Simchat Torah 2023 was many things. 

Despite the unending trauma and the terrible losses, what 
happened on that morning and thereafter has been a wake-up 
call for all who care about the Jewish nation.  

Zion is at risk, and its lovers must stand up and be counted. 


