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Kingdom of Herod (40 — 4 BCE)

King Herod (“Herod the Great”) ruled Judea under Roman authority from 40 to 4 BCE. Of Edomite origin,
his appointment followed Rome's conquest of the Hasmonean kingdom. Though his Roman ties made
him unpopular with many Jews, Herod maintained power through skill, loyalty to Rome, and
suppression of dissent. His reign brought stability and extensive architectural achievements, including

the renovation and restoration of the Second Temple and the construction of Caesarea on the coast.
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These acquisitions girded

his kingdom’s strategic and
economic stature, ensuring
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In  Christian narratives,

Herod is depicted as
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