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Kingdom of Herod (40 – 4 BCE) 
 

King Herod (“Herod the Great”) ruled Judea under Roman authority from 40 to 4 BCE. Of Edomite origin, 

his appointment followed Rome's conquest of the Hasmonean kingdom. Though his Roman ties made 

him unpopular with many Jews, Herod maintained power through skill, loyalty to Rome, and 

suppression of dissent. His reign brought stability and extensive architectural achievements, including 

the renovation and restoration of the Second Temple and the construction of Caesarea on the coast. 
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Herod secured favor with 

Augustus Caesar in 30 BCE, 

earning territorial rewards.  

This territory included 

Judea, Samaria, Galilee, 

Idumea, and regions 

beyond, such as Bashan and 

the Golan Heights, making 

his kingdom one of the 

largest vassal states under 

Roman rule.  

These acquisitions girded 

his kingdom’s strategic and 

economic stature, ensuring 

his enduring legacy on the 

history and geography of 

Eretz Israel. 

In Christian narratives, 

Herod is depicted as 

tyrannical and cruel, 

including the notorious 

edict to kill all Jewish male 

newborns. 
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